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 Next year marks the 30th anniversary of the adoption of the Texas Lawyer’s Creed.  The 

Creed represents the longstanding commitment of the Supreme Court of Texas and the Texas Court 

of Criminal Appeals to fostering civility and professionalism throughout the Texas Bar.  It asks 

Texas lawyers to affirm that they are “entrusted by the People of Texas to preserve and improve 

our legal system” and “committed to this creed for no other reason than it is right.”  That specific 

Creed stands as part of a far older, longstanding tradition of recognizing the need for civility in the 

legal profession—a tradition in constant need of refreshing, both throughout the profession as a 

whole and as individual lawyers pursue their daily practices.  This course will emphasize the need 

for a commitment to civility on a lawyer-by-lawyer, day-to-day basis as the basis for maintaining 

and enhancing civility throughout the entire profession. 

 Historical Background of the Texas Lawyer’s Creed 

 At least by the mid-late 1980s, legal practitioners and judges began expressing concern 

about the apparently ever growing trend away from professionalism and toward incivility 

throughout the bar, not only in Texas but nationwide.  As some distinguished commentators 

pointed out, incivility in the legal profession was even then not a new phenomenon.  E.g., Thomas 

M. Reavley, Rambo Litigators: Pitting Aggressive Tactics against Legal Ethics, 17 PEPP. L. REV. 

637, 639 (1990).  But the problem and its possible causes began drawing increasing attention at 

that time. 
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 Examples of troublesome conduct that many perceived to be on the increase included 

needlessly and unreasonably refusing to consent to extensions or continuances, unnecessarily 

timing the filing of papers to occur at the eleventh hour or right before a major holiday or opposing 

counsel’s vacation, discovery abuse, frivolous lawsuits, abusive sanctions filings, and general 

belligerence.  E.g., Allen K. Harris, The Professionalism Crisis-the “Z” Words and Other Rambo 

Tactics: The Conference of Chief Justices’ Solution, 53 S.C. L. REV. 549, 551–52 (2002); Robert 

L. Haig & Robert S. Getman, Does “Hardball” Litigation Produce the Best Result for Your 

Client?, N.Y. ST. B.J., January 1993, at 24, 27 n.7.  Speculative explanations for the growing 

problem included that the increased size of the bar had decreased collegiality; that the legal 

profession “ha[d] become only a business; that “experienced lawyers have ceased to teach new 

lawyers the standards to be observed,” Dondi Properties Corp. v. Commerce Sav. & Loan Ass’n, 

121 F.R.D. 284, 286 (N.D. Tex. 1988) (en banc); “the new cottage industry of sanctions,”  and the 

influence of the hit television show “L.A. Law.”  Haig & Getman, supra, at 27 n.7. 

 Whatever the actual cause—or, more likely, multiple causes—of the growing problem, the 

late 1980s-early 1990s saw a number of efforts to reverse the tide, around the country and in Texas. 

 A specially convened en banc panel of the United States District Court for the Northern 

District of Texas drew attention to the issue in a 1988 opinion, writing: “[W[e observe patterns of 

behavior that forebode ill for our system of justice.”  Dondi, 121 F.R.D. at 286.  In particular, the 

court was concerned about the ever-increasing lack of civility among the lawyers who practiced 

before it.  And it determined to “adopt standards designed to end such conduct.”  Id. 

 While the (scathing) Dondi opinion would come to be seen as a watershed event in the 

movement to restore professionalism among the Texas bar, the Dondi court was not the first body 

in Texas to raise alarms about the problem.  As Dondi notes, a December 1984 professionalism 
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conference conducted by the Texas Bar Foundation included “similar observations from leading 

judges, lawyers, and legal educators concerning the subject of lawyer professionalism.”  Id. at 286 

n.6.  And the problem had surely been years in the making. 

 Drawing inspiration from the Dallas Bar Association’s then-recently adopted Guidelines 

of Professional Courtesy and Lawyer’s Creed, the Dondi court adopted the following standards of 

practice for attorneys appearing before it in civil actions: 

(A) In fulfilling his or her primary duty to the client, a lawyer must 
be ever conscious of the broader duty to the judicial system that 
serves both attorney and client. 

(B) A lawyer owes, to the judiciary, candor, diligence and utmost 
respect. 

(C) A lawyer owes, to opposing counsel, a duty of courtesy and 
cooperation, the observance of which is necessary for the efficient 
administration of our system of justice and the respect of the public 
it serves. 

(D) A lawyer unquestionably owes, to the administration of justice, 
the fundamental duties of personal dignity and professional 
integrity. 

(E) Lawyers should treat each other, the opposing party, the court, 
and members of the court staff with courtesy and civility and 
conduct themselves in a professional manner at all times. 

(F) A client has no right to demand that counsel abuse the opposite 
party or indulge in offensive conduct. A lawyer shall always treat 
adverse witnesses and suitors with fairness and due consideration. 

(G) In adversary proceedings, clients are litigants and though ill 
feeling may exist between clients, such ill feeling should not 
influence a lawyer's conduct, attitude, or demeanor towards 
opposing lawyers. 

(H) A lawyer should not use any form of discovery, or the 
scheduling of discovery, as a means of harassing opposing counsel 
or counsel's client. 

(I) Lawyers will be punctual in communications with others and in 
honoring scheduled appearances, and will recognize that neglect and 
tardiness are demeaning to the lawyer and to the judicial system. 
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(J) If a fellow member of the Bar makes a just request for 
cooperation, or seeks scheduling accommodation, a lawyer will not 
arbitrarily or unreasonably withhold consent. 

(K) Effective advocacy does not require antagonistic or obnoxious 
behavior and members of the Bar will adhere to the higher standard 
of conduct which judges, lawyers, clients, and the public may 
rightfully expect. 

Id. at 287-88. 

 The immediate “fact pattern” that prompted the Dondi opinion involved two cases pending 

in the district in which, between them, numerous motions had been filed that had little or no utility 

in advancing resolution of the cases on their merits.  The motions included sanctions motions 

involving discovery disputes, in which the movant had not made a showing that the non-movant 

was acting in bad faith and that might have been resolved had counsel taken advantage of 

communicating through the conferencing process required by local rules.  Another was an 

unnecessary and wasteful motion to strike a reply brief after the filing party had failed to request 

leave to file the reply, which could have been avoided had counsel for both sides cooperated with 

each other about filing the reply. 

 The examples before it prompted the Dondi court to observe: “With alarming frequency, 

we find that valuable judicial and attorney time is consumed in resolving unnecessary contention 

and sharp practices between lawyers. . . . .  Our system of justice can ill-afford to devote scarce 

resources to supervising matters that do not advance the resolution of the merits of a case; nor can 

justice long remain available to deserving litigants if the costs of litigation are fueled unnecessarily 

to the point of being prohibitive.”  Id. at 286.  And those particular examples were symptomatic 

of a broader problem throughout the profession. 

 Also in 1988, a few months after Dondi issued, Eugene A. Cook was appointed to the Texas 

Supreme Court by Governor Clements.  In November of that year, he was elected to a full term on 
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the Court.  Justice Cook would go on to become known as “the principal architect” of the Texas 

Lawyer’s Creed and hence the “father of professionalism” in Texas.1 

 In 1989, Justice Cook requested and received authorization from the entire Supreme Court 

to form the Supreme Court Advisory Committee on Professionalism, which “would be composed 

of representatives of different groups throughout the state . . . who have an interest in restoring 

professionalism and civility to the practice of law.”  Justice Eugene A. Cook, Memorandum to 

File, May 22, 1989, available at https://www.legalethicstexas.com/Downloads/Texas-Lawyers-

Creed/Supreme-Court-Memo-Regarding-Committee-Formation.aspx.  Justice Cook requested 

local bar leaders throughout Texas to designate representatives for the Committee, which held a 

series of meetings from June through September 1989.  https://www.legalethicstexas.com/Ethics-

Resources/Rules/Texas-Lawyer-s-Creed/Texas-Lawyer’s-Creed-Timeline.  

 On September 25, 1989, Justice Cook presented the adopted Texas Lawyer’s Creed to the 

Supreme Court, noting: “This creed is the result of a tremendous amount of work by groups 

representing a cross segment of our profession. . . . The Court has received a good deal of favorable 

publicity by our taking a leadership position in dealing with this serious problem.”  Justice Eugene 

A. Cook, Memorandum to The Judges, September 25, 1989, available at 

https://www.legalethicstexas.com/Downloads/Texas-Lawyers-Creed/Supreme-Court-Memo-

Regarding-Draft-of-Creed.aspx. 

 By order dated November 7, 1989, the Supreme Court of Texas and the Court of Criminal 

Appeals jointly promulgated and adopted The Texas Lawyer’s Creed—A Mandate for 

Professionalism.”  https://www.legalethicstexas.com/Downloads/Texas-Lawyers-

                                                 
1https://cemetery.tspb.texas.gov/pub/user_form.asp?pers_id=3064;  
https://www.legalethicstexas.com/Ethics-Resources/Rules/Texas-Lawyer-s-Creed/History-of--the-Texas-
Lawyer-s-Creed.  

https://www.legalethicstexas.com/Downloads/Texas-Lawyers-Creed/Supreme-Court-Memo-Regarding-Committee-Formation.aspx
https://www.legalethicstexas.com/Downloads/Texas-Lawyers-Creed/Supreme-Court-Memo-Regarding-Committee-Formation.aspx
https://www.legalethicstexas.com/Ethics-Resources/Rules/Texas-Lawyer-s-Creed/Texas-Lawyer's-Creed-Timeline
https://www.legalethicstexas.com/Ethics-Resources/Rules/Texas-Lawyer-s-Creed/Texas-Lawyer's-Creed-Timeline
https://www.legalethicstexas.com/Downloads/Texas-Lawyers-Creed/Supreme-Court-Memo-Regarding-Draft-of-Creed.aspx
https://www.legalethicstexas.com/Downloads/Texas-Lawyers-Creed/Supreme-Court-Memo-Regarding-Draft-of-Creed.aspx
https://www.legalethicstexas.com/Downloads/Texas-Lawyers-Creed/Texas_Lawyers_Creed.aspx
https://cemetery.tspb.texas.gov/pub/user_form.asp?pers_id=3064
https://www.legalethicstexas.com/Ethics-Resources/Rules/Texas-Lawyer-s-Creed/History-of--the-Texas-Lawyer-s-Creed
https://www.legalethicstexas.com/Ethics-Resources/Rules/Texas-Lawyer-s-Creed/History-of--the-Texas-Lawyer-s-Creed
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Creed/Texas_Lawyers_Creed.aspx.  The Courts noted in their order: “The conduct of a lawyer 

should be characterized at all times by honesty, candor, and fairness. In fulfilling his or her primary 

duty to a client, a lawyer must be ever mindful of the profession’s broader duty to the legal system.”  

Id. 

A Note About the Preamble of the Texas Lawyer’s Creed 

 The preamble of the Texas Lawyer’s Creed, with emphasis added in boldface, reads: 

I am a lawyer. I am entrusted by the People of Texas to preserve and 
improve our legal system. I am licensed by the Supreme Court of 
Texas. I must therefore abide by the Texas Disciplinary Rules of 
Professional Conduct, but I know that professionalism requires 
more than merely avoiding the violation of laws and rules. I am 
committed to this creed for no other reason than it is right. 

 The emphasized phrase—“for no other reason than it is right”—seems to this author to 

capture the best spirit with which to approach the Creed itself and, more importantly, the ideals 

that the Creed attempts to emphasize.  There are many pragmatic reasons to avoid incivility.  E.g., 

(identifying “deleterious effects of incivility” including the danger of losing a client’s close case 

because of the judge’s view of the integrity of the uncivil lawyer, increased and wasteful litigation 

costs, increased strain on the judicial system, increasing clients’ costs during settlement, and 

subjecting lawyers to unnecessary additional stress).  Such practical benefits of maintaining civility 

and professionalism are all well and good.  But they may be regarded as gravy.  The most important 

reason to maintain civility in the legal profession is simply because it is the right thing to do.  And 

using that guiding principle can help in day-to-day decision making, when weighing the perceived 

advantages or disadvantages of one possible course of conduct against another. 

https://www.legalethicstexas.com/Downloads/Texas-Lawyers-Creed/Texas_Lawyers_Creed.aspx
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Selected Excerpts from the Texas Lawyer’s Creed 

 While the Creed as a whole speaks to maintaining civility, some provisions speak to it more 

specifically and directly than others.  Following are some of those provisions, with emphasis added 

in boldface: 

 

A lawyer owes to the administration of justice personal dignity, integrity, and independence.  A 

lawyer should always adhere to the highest principles of professionalism. (TLC I) 

 

I am passionately proud of my profession. Therefore, “My word is my bond.”  (TLC I.1) 

 

A lawyer owes to a client allegiance, learning, skill, and industry. A lawyer shall employ all 

appropriate means to protect and advance the client's legitimate rights, claims, and objectives. 

(TLC II) 

 

I will be loyal and committed to my client's lawful objectives, but I will not permit that 

loyalty and commitment to interfere with my duty to provide objective and 

independent advice. (TLC II.3) 

 

I will advise my client that civility and courtesy are expected and are not a sign of 

weakness.  (TLC II.4) 

 

I will treat adverse parties and witnesses with fairness and due consideration. A client 

has no right to demand that I abuse anyone or indulge in any offensive conduct.  (TLC II.6) 
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I will advise my client that we will not pursue conduct which is intended primarily to 

harass or drain the financial resources of the opposing party.  (TLC II.7) 

 

 I will advise my client that we will not pursue tactics which are intended primarily for 

delay.  (TLC II.8) 

 

 I will advise my client that we will not pursue any course of action which is without 

merit.  (TLC II.9) 

 

I will advise my client that I reserve the right to determine whether to grant accommodations to 

opposing counsel in all matters that do not adversely affect my client’s lawful objectives. A client 

has no right to instruct me to refuse reasonable requests made by other counsel.  (TLC II.10) 

 

A lawyer owes to opposing counsel, in the conduct of legal transactions and the pursuit of 

litigation, courtesy, candor, cooperation, and scrupulous observance of all agreements and 

mutual understandings.  (TLC III). 

 

I will be courteous, civil, and prompt in oral and written communications.  (TLC III.1) 

I will not quarrel over matters of form or style, but I will concentrate on matters of 

substance.  (TLC III.2) 

 

Lawyers and judges owe each other respect, diligence, candor, punctuality, and protection 
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against unjust and improper criticism and attack.  (TLC IV). 

 

I will always recognize that the position of judge is the symbol of both the judicial system and 

administration of justice. I will refrain from conduct that degrades this symbol.  (TLC IV.1) 

 

I will conduct myself in Court in a professional manner and demonstrate my respect for 

the Court and the law.  (TLC IV.2) 

 

I will treat counsel, opposing parties, the Court, and members of the Court staff with 

courtesy and civility.  (TLC IV.3). 



THE TEXAS LAWYER'S CREED 
A MANDATE FOR PROFESSIONALISM 

Promulgated by 
The Supreme Court of Texas and the Court of Criminal Appeals 

November 7, 1989 

I am a lawyer. I am entrusted by the People of Texas to preserve and improve our legal 
system. I am licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas. I must therefore abide by the Texas 
Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct, but I know that professionalism requires more 
than merely avoiding the violation of laws and rules. I am committed to this creed for no 
other reason than it is right. 

I. OUR LEGAL SYSTEM 

A lawyer owes to the administration of justice personal dignity, integrity, and independence. 
A lawyer should always adhere to the highest principles of professionalism. 

I. I am passionately proud of my profession. Therefore, "My word is my bond." 

2. I am responsible to assure that all persons have access to competent representation 
regardless of wealth or position in life. 

3. I commit myself to an adequate and effective pro bona program. 

4. I am obligated to educate my clients, the public, and other lawyers regarding the spirit 
and letter of this Creed. 

5. I will always be conscious of my duty to the judicial system. 

II. LAWYER TO CLIENT 

A lawyer owes to a client allegiance, learning, skill, and industry. A lawyer shall employ all 
appropriate means to protect and advance the client's legitimate rights, claims, and 
objectives. A lawyer shall not be deterred by any real or imagined fear of judicial disfavor or 
public unpopularity, nor be influenced by mere self-interest. 

I. I will advise my client of the contents of this creed when undertaking representation. 

2 .. I will endeavor to achieve my client's lawful objectives in legal transactions and in 
litigation as quickly and economically as possible. 

3. I will be loyal and committed to my client's lawful objectives, but I will not permit that 
loyalty and commitment to interfere with my duty to provide objective and 

independent advice. 

4. I will advise my client that civility and courtesy are expected and are not a sign of 
weakness. 



5. I will advise my client of proper and expected behavior. 

6. I will treat adverse parties and witnesses with fairness and due consideration. A client 
has no right to demand that I abuse anyone or indulge in any offensive 

conduct. 

7. I will advise my client that we will not pursue conduct which is intended primarily to 
harass or drain the financial resources of the opposing party. 

8. I will advise my client that we will not pursue tactics which are intended primarily for 
delay. 

9. I will advise my client that we will not pursue any course of action which is without 
merit. 

10. I will advise my client that I reserve the right to determine whether to grant 
accommodations to opposing counsel in all matters that do not adversely affect my 

client's lawful objectives. A client has no right to instruct me to refuse reasonable 
requests made by other counsel. 

11. I will advise my client regarding the availability of mediation, arbitration, and other 
alternative methods of resolving and settling disputes. 

III. LAWYER TO LAWYER 

A lawyer owes to opposing counsel, in the conduct of legal transactions and the pursuit of 
litigation, courtesy, candor, cooperation, and scrupulous observance of all agreements and 
mutual understandings. Ill feelings between clients shall not influence a lawyer's conduct, 
attitude, or demeanor toward opposing counsel. A lawyer shall not engage in unprofessional 
conduct in retaliation against other unprofessional conduct. 

1. I will be courteous, civil, and prompt in oral and written communications. 

2. I will not quarrel over matters of form or style, but I will concentrate on matters of 
substance. 

3. I will identify for other counsel or parties all changes I have made in documents 
submitted for review. 

4. I will attempt to prepare documents which correctly reflect the agreement of the 
parties. I will not include provisions which have not been agreed upon or omit 

provisions which are necessary to reflect the agreement of the parties. 

5. I will notify opposing counsel, and, if appropriate, the Court or other persons, as soon 
as practicable, when hearings, depositions, meetings, conferences or 

closings are cancelled. 

6. I will agree to reasonable requests for extensions of time and for waiver of procedural 
formalities, provided legitimate objectives of my client will not be 

adversely affected. 



7. I will not serve motions or pleadings in any manner that unfairly limits another party's 
opportunity to respond. 

8. I will attempt to resolve by agreement my objections to matters contained in pleadings 
and discovery requests and responses. 

9. I can disagree without being disagreeable. I recognize that effective representation 
does not require antagonistic or obnoxious behavior. I will neither encourage 

nor knowingly permit my client or anyone under my control to do anything which would 
be unethical or improper if done by me. 

10. I will not, without good cause, attribute bad motives or unethical conduct to opposing 
counsel nor bring the profession into disrepute by unfounded accusations 

of impropriety. I will avoid disparaging personal remarks or acrimony towards opposing 
counsel, parties and witnesses. I will not be influenced by any ill feeling 

between clients. I will abstain from any allusion to personal peculiarities or 
idiosyncrasies of opposing counsel. 

11. I will not take advantage, by causing any default or dismissal to be rendered, when I 
know the identity of an opposing counsel, without first inquiring about that 

counsel's intention to proceed. 

12. I will promptly submit orders to the Court. I will deliver copies to opposing counsel 
before or contemporaneously with submission to the Court. I Will promptly 

approve the form of orders which accurately reflect the substance of the rulings of the 
Court. 

13. I will not attempt to gain an unfair advantage by sending the Court or its staff 
correspondence or copies of correspondence. 

14. I will not arbitrarily schedule a deposition, court appearance, or hearing until a good 
faith effort has been made to schedule it by agreement. 

15. I will readily stipulate to undisputed facts in order to avoid needless costs or 
inconvenience for any party. 

16. I will refrain from excessive and abusive discovery. 

17. I will comply with all reasonable discovery requests. I will not resist discovery requests 
which are not objectionable. I will not make objections nor give 

instructions to a witness for the purpose of delaying or obstructing the discovery 
process. I will encourage witnesses to respond to all deposition questions 

which are reasonably understandable. I will neither encourage nor permit my witness 
to quibble about words where their meaning is reasonably clear. 

18. I will not seek Court intervention to obtain discovery which is clearly improper and not 
discoverable. 

19. I will not seek sanctions or disqualification unless it is necessary for protection of my 
client's lawful objectives or is fully justified by the circumstances. 



IV. LAWYER AND JUDGE 

Lawyers and judges owe each other respect, diligence, candor, punctuality, and protection 
against unjust and improper criticism and attack. Lawyers and judges are equally 
responsible to protect the dignity and independence of the Court and the profession. 

I. I will always recognize that the position of judge is the symbol of both the judicial 
system and administration of justice. I will refrain from conduct that degrades 

this symbol. 

2. I will conduct myself in Court in a professional manner and demonstrate my respect for 
the Court and the law. 

3. I will treat counsel, opposing parties, the Court, and members of the Court staff with 
courtesy and civility. 

4. I will be punctual. 

5. I will not engage in any conduct which offends the dignity and decorum of proceedings. 

6. I will not knowingly misrepresent, mischaracterize, misquote or miscite facts or 
authorities to gain an advantage. 

7. I will respect the rulings of the Court. 

8. I will give the issues in controversy deliberate, impartial and studied analysis and 
consideration. 

9. I will be considerate of the time constraints and pressures imposed upon the Court, 
Court staff and counsel in efforts to administer justice and resolve disputes. 

ORDER OF THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS 
AND THE COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS 

The conduct of a lawyer should be characterized at all times by honesty, candor, and 
fairness. In fulfilling his or her primary duty to a client, a lawyer must be ever mindful of the 
profession's broader duty to the legal system. 

The Supreme Court of Texas and the Court of Criminal Appeals are committed to eliminating 
a practice in our State by a minority of lawyers of abusive tactics which have surfaced in 
many parts of our country. We believe such tactics are a disservice to our citizens, harmful 
to clients, and demeaning to our profession. 

The abusive tactics range from lack of civility to outright hostility and obstructionism. Such 
behavior does not serve justice but tends to delay and often deny justice. The lawyers who 
use abusive tactics instead of being part of the solution have become part of the problem. 

The desire for respect and confidence by lawyers from the public should provide the 
members of our profession with the necessary incentive to attain the highest degree of 



ethical and professional conduct. These rules are primarily aspirational. Compliance with the 
rules depends primarily upon understanding and voluntary compliance, secondarily upon re
enforcement by peer pressure and public opinion, and finally when necessary by 
enforcement by the courts through their inherent powers and rules already in existence. 

These standards are not a set of rules that lawyers can use and abuse to incite ancillary 
litigation or arguments over whether or not they have been observed. 

We must always be mindful that the practice of law is a profession. As members of a 
learned art we pursue a common calling in the spirit of public service. We have a proud 
tradition. Throughout the history of our nation, the members of our citizenry have looked to 
the ranks of our profession for leadership and guidance. Let us now as a profession each 
rededicate ourselves to practice law so we can restore public confidence in our profession, 
faithfully serve our clients, and fulfill our responsibility to the legal system. 

The Supreme Court of Texas and the Court of Criminal Appeals hereby promulgate and 
adopt 
"The Texas Lawyer's Creed - A Mandate for Professionalism" as attached hereto and 
made a part hereof. 

In Chambers, this 7th day of November, 1989. 

The Supreme Court of Texas 

Thomas. R. Phillips, Chief Justice 
Franklin S. Spears 
C. L. Ray 
Raul A. Gonzales 
Oscar H. Mauzy 
Eugene A. Cook 
Jack Hightower 
Nathan L. Hecht 
Lloyd A. Doggett 
Justices 

The Court of Criminal Appeals 

Michael J. McCormick, Presiding Judge 
W. C. Davis 
Sam Houston Clinton 
Marvin 0. Teague 
Chuck Miller 
Charles F. (Chuck) Campbell 
Bill White 
M. P. Duncan, III 
David A. Berchelmann, Jr. 
Judges 



 

ADOPTED, BOARD OF DIRECTORS, OCTOBER 15, 1987 
 
1. I revere the Law, the System, and the Profession, and I pledge that in my private and 
professional life, and in my dealings with fellow members of the Bar, I will uphold the dignity 
and respect of each in my behavior toward others. 
 
2. In all dealings with fellow members of the Bar, I will be guided by a fundamental sense of 
integrity and fair play; I know that effective advocacy does not mean hitting below the belt. 
 
3. I will not abuse the System or the Profession by pursuing or opposing discovery through 
arbitrariness or for the purpose of harassment or undue delay. 
 
4. I will not seek accommodation from a fellow member of the Bar for the rescheduling of any 
Court setting or discovery unless a legitimate need exists. I will not misrepresent conflicts, nor 
will I ask for accommodation for the purpose of tactical advantage or undue delay. 
 
5. In my dealings with the Court and with fellow counsel, as well as others, my word is my bond. 
 
6. I will readily stipulate to undisputed facts in order to avoid needless costs or inconvenience for 
any party. 
 
7. I recognize that my conduct is not governed solely by the Code of Professional Responsibility, 
but also by standards of fundamental decency and courtesy. 
 
8. I will strive to be punctual in communications with others and in honoring scheduled 
appearances, and I recognize that neglect and tardiness are demeaning to me and to the 
Profession. 
 
9. If a fellow member of the Bar makes a just request for cooperation, or seeks scheduling 
accommodation, I will not arbitrarily or unreasonably withhold consent. 
 
10. I recognize that effectlve advocacy does not require antagonistic or obnoxious behavior, and 
as a member of the Bar, I pledge to adhere to the higher standard of conduct which we, our 
clients, and the public may rightfully expect. 
 

 



 DALLAS BAR ASSOCIATION
GUIDELINES OF PROFESSIONAL COURTESY

PREAMBLE

A lawyer’s primary duty is to the client. But in striving to fulfill that duty, a lawyer must be ever conscious of the broader duty to
the judicial system that serves both attorney and client.

A lawyer owes, to the judiciary, candor, diligence and utmost respect.

A lawyer owes, to opposing counsel, a duty of courtesy and cooperation, the observance of which is necessary for the efficient
administration of our system of justice and the respect of the public it serves.

A lawyer unquestionably owes, to the administration of justice, the fundamental duties of personal dignity and professional
integrity.

In furtherance of these fundamental concepts, the following Guidelines of Professional Courtesy are hereby adopted.

COURTESY, CIVILITY AND PROFESSIONALISM
1. General Statement

(a) Lawyers should treat all people, including but not limited to other lawyers and the opposing party, and if a matter involves
litigation, the court and the members of the court staff with courtesy and civility; lawyers must conduct themselves in a
professional manner at all times.

(b) The client has no right to demand that counsel abuse the opposite party or indulge in offensive conduct. If representation
involves litigation, a lawyer shall always treat adverse witnesses and suitors with fairness and due consideration.

(c) In any matter, though ill feeling may exist between clients, such ill feeling should not influence a lawyer’s conduct, attitude,
or demeanor towards opposing lawyers.

2. Discussion

(a) A lawyer should not engage in discourtesies or offensive conduct with opposing counsel, whether at hearings, depositions
or at any other time when involved in the representation of clients.  In contacts with the court and court personnel, counsel
should treat the court and its staff with courtesy and respect and without regard to whether counsel agrees or disagrees with
rulings of the court in any specific case.  Further, counsel should not denigrate the court or opposing counsel in private
conversations with their own client.  We should all remember that the disrespect we bring upon our fellow members of the
Bar and the judiciary reflects on us and our profession as well.

(b) Lawyers should be punctual in fulfilling all professional commitments and in communication, whether with the court or
fellow lawyers.

DEPOSITIONS, HEARINGS, AND DISCOVERY MATTERS
1. General Statement

(a) Lawyers should make reasonable efforts to conduct all discovery by agreement.

(b) A lawyer should not use any form of discovery, or the scheduling of discovery, as a means of harassing opposing counsel
or his client.

(c) Request for production should not be excessive or designed solely to place a burden on the opposing party, for such con-
duct in discovery only increases the costs, duration, and unpleasantness of any case.

2. Scheduling     Lawyers should, when practical, consult with opposing counsel before scheduling hearings and depositions
in a good faith attempt to avoid scheduling conflicts.

3. Discussion
(a) General Guidelines

(1) When scheduling hearings and depositions, lawyers should communicate with the opposing counsel in an attempt
to schedule them at a mutually agreeable time. This practice will avoid unnecessary delays, expense to clients, and
stress to lawyers and their secretaries in the management of the calendars and practice.

(2) If a request is made to clear time for a hearing or deposition, the lawyer to whom the request is made should
confirm that the time is available or advise of a conflict within a reasonable time (preferably the same business
day, but in any event before the end of the following business day).

(3) Conflicts should be indicated only when they actually exist and the requested time is not available. The courtesy
requested by this guideline should not be used for the purpose of obtaining delay or any unfair advantage.

(b) Exceptions to General Guidelines

(1) A lawyer who has attempted to comply with this rule is justified in setting a hearing or deposition without  agree-
ment from opposing counsel if opposing counsel fails or refuses promptly to accept or reject a time offered for
hearing or deposition.



(2) If opposing counsel raises an unreasonable number of calendar conflicts, a lawyer is justified in setting a hearing
or deposition without agreement from opposing counsel.

(3) If opposing counsel has consistently failed to comply with this guideline, a lawyer is justified in setting a hearing
or deposition without agreement from opposing counsel.

(4) When an action involves so many lawyers that compliance with this guideline appears to be impractical, a lawyer
should still make a good faith attempt to comply with this guideline.

(5) In cases involving extraordinary remedies where time associated with scheduling agreements could cause damage
or harm to a client’s case, then a lawyer is justified in setting a hearing or deposition without agreement from
opposing counsel.

   4. Minimum Notice for Depositions and Hearings

(a) Depositions and hearings should not be set with less than one week notice except by agreement of counsel or when a
genuine need or emergency exists.

(b) If opposing counsel makes a reasonable request which does not prejudice the rights of the client, compliance herewith is
appropriate without motions, briefs, hearings, orders and other formalities and without attempting to exact unrelated or
unreasonable consideration.

   5. Cancelling Depositions, Hearings and Other Discovery Matters

(a) General Statement     Notice of cancellation of depositions and hearings should be given to the court and opposing
counsel at the earliest possible time.

(b) Discussion

(1) Calling at or just prior to the time of a scheduled hearing or deposition to advise the court or opposing counsel of
the cancellation lacks courtesy and consideration.

(2) Early notice of cancellation of a deposition or a hearing avoids unnecessary travel and expenditure of time by
opposing counsel, witnesses, and parties. Also, early notice of cancellation of hearings to the Court allows the time
previously reserved to be used for other matters.

ORDERS AND JUDGMENTS
1. General Statement     Proposed Orders to be submitted to the court should be prepared promptly, and should be submitted to

opposing counsel before or contemporaneously with submission to the Court.

2. Discussion

(a) General Rule

(1) Unless the Order or Judgment is to be immediately submitted to the Court, the attorney charged with preparing the
proposed Order should prepare it promptly, generally no later than the following business day, and should mail it
to the court for entry, simultaneously mailing a copy to opposing counsel.

(2) The transmittal letter to the court should advise the court to enter the Order unless the court has heard an objection
from opposing counsel within five days from the receipt of the Order or Judgment.

(b) Exception

(1) In the event an Order or Judgment must be entered immediately, and hand delivery of the Order or Judgment to the
court is contemplated, the lawyer charged with preparing the Order or Judgment should have a copy of the Order
or Judgment hand delivered to opposing counsel the same day it is delivered to the court.

(2) If hand delivery of the proposed Order or Judgment cannot be accomplished, then opposing counsel should be
called and the proposed Order or Judgment read to the opposing counsel.

SERVICE OF PAPERS FILED WITH THE COURT

1. General Statement      Lawyers should not attempt to unfairly gain advantage by delay in service of pleadings or correspondence
upon opposing counsel.

2. Discussion

(a)  When pleadings or correspondence are mailed to the court, copies should be mailed the same day to all other counsel of
record, both local and out of town.

(b) When pleadings or correspondence are hand delivered to the court and a response is due or a hearing is scheduled within
seven (7) days, or a ruling by the court is expected promptly, such papers should be hand delivered the same day to all
counsel of record in Dallas County, and should be sent by overnight delivery to counsel residing in other cities.

AGREEMENTS AND STIPULATIONS OF UNDISPUTED MATTERS
1.   General Statement

 (a) Lawyers should stipulate to undisputed matters not inconsistent with the client’s interests.

 (b) Lawyers should abide by all promises and agreements with opposing counsel, whether oral or in writing.



2. Discussion

(a) Lawyers should be willing to agree to and stipulate to undisputed matters to avoid unnecessary utilization of court time and
inconvenience. In doing so, the counsel seeking a stipulation should request a stipulation in writing.

(b) Opposing counsel should promptly inform the counsel requesting the stipulation whether the stipulation is agreeable or not
so that a decision can be made by the party seeking a stipulation as to whether a hearing will be necessary.

(c) A reasonable time to respond to the request generally would require no more than one week from the time the request for
stipulation is received.

(d) In the preparation of agreements, achievement of a jointly desired common goal is often hindered by the practice of prepar-
ing draft agreements which include terms neither desired nor insisted upon by the party. When preparing a draft of an
agreement, a lawyer should attempt to state the true anticipated agreement of the parties and avoid inclusion of terms which
would hinder the finalization of the agreement.

(e) It is appropriate to honor requests of opposing counsel made during trial which do not prejudice the rights of the client or
sacrifice tactical advantage. To this end, counsel could disclose the identity of the next witness to be called, the next
depositions to be read, sharing of a projector or video tape screen, estimates of time and other matters of this nature routinely
encountered in trial by trial counsel.

(f) I will attempt to prepare documents that correctly reflect the agreement of the parties. I will not include provisions that have
not been agreed upon or omit provisions that are necessary to reflect the agreement of the parties without advising the other
party.

TIME DEADLINES AND EXTENSIONS
1. General Statement      Reasonable extensions of time should be granted to opposing counsel where such extension will not have

a material, adverse effect on the rights of the client.

2. Discussion

(a) Because we all live in a world of deadlines, additional time is often required to complete a given task.

(b) Traditionally, members of this bar association have readily granted any reasonable request for an extension of time as
an accommodation to opposing counsel who, because of a busy trial schedule, personal emergency or heavy work
load, needs additional time to prepare a response or comply with a legal requirement.

(c) This tradition should continue; provided, however, that no lawyer should request an extension of time solely for the
purpose of delay or to obtain any unfair advantage.

(d) Counsel should make every effort to honor previously scheduled vacations of opposing counsel which dates have
been established in good faith.

COMMUNICATION WITH THE JUDGE AND COURT PERSONNEL
1. General Statement

(a) Only lawyers should communicate with the judge or appear in court on substantive matters.

(b) Non-lawyers may communicate with court personnel regarding scheduling matters and other nonsubstantive matters.

 2. Discussion

(a) Lawyers should make no attempts to obtain an advantage in a case by an ex parte communication with the court.

(b) Lawyers should avoid arguments or posturing through unnecessary inclusion of the Court in correspondence. If a matter
does not merit the filing of a motion or of an agreed order, it probably does not warrant involving the judge or clerk in
correspondence or with copies of correspondence to the opponent. Only correspondence which has been requested by the
Court, or is merely filed to record the service of documents, should be sent to the Court.

CONCLUSION
  The conduct of the lawyer before the Court and with other lawyers should at all times be characterized by honesty,

candor, and fairness.
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A Lawyer's Creed of Professionalism 
of the ABA Tort Trial & Insurance Practice Section 

As a lawyer, I must strive to make our system of justice work fairly and efficiently.  In 
order to carry out that responsibility, not only will I comply with the letter and spirit of 
the disciplinary standards applicable to all lawyers, but I will also conduct myself in 
accordance with the following Creed of Professionalism when dealing with my client, 
opposing parties, their counsel, the courts and the general public.  

A. With respect to my client:  

1. I will be loyal and committed to my client's cause, but I will not permit that 
loyalty and commitment to interfere with my ability to provide my client with 
objective and independent advice; 

2. I will endeavor to achieve my client's lawful objectives in business 
transactions and in litigation as expeditiously and economically as 
possible; 

3. In appropriate cases, I will counsel my client with respect to mediation, 
arbitration and other alternative methods of resolving disputes; 

4. I will advise my client against pursuing litigation (or any other course of 
action) that is without merit and against insisting on tactics which are 
intended to delay resolution of the matter or to harass or drain the financial 
resources of the opposing party; 

5. I will advise my client that civility and courtesy are not to be equated with 
weakness; 

6. While I must abide by my client's decision concerning the objectives of the 
representation, I nevertheless will counsel my client that a willingness to 
initiate or engage in settlement discussions is consistent with zealous and 
effective representation. 

B. With respect to opposing parties and their counsel:  

1. I will endeavor to be courteous and civil, both in oral and in written 
communications; 

2. I will not knowingly make statements of fact or of law that are untrue; 
3. In litigation proceedings I will agree to reasonable requests for extensions 

of time or for waiver of procedural formalities when the legitimate interests 
of my client will not be adversely affected; 

4. I will endeavor to consult with opposing counsel before scheduling 
depositions and meetings and before re-scheduling hearings, and I will 
cooperate with opposing counsel when scheduling changes are 
requested; 

5. I will refrain from utilizing litigation or any other course of conduct to 
harass the opposing party; 

6. I will refrain from engaging in excessive and abusive discovery, and I will 
comply with all reasonable discovery requests; 

7. I will refrain from utilizing delaying tactics; 
8. In depositions and other proceedings, and in negotiations, I will conduct 

myself with dignity, avoid making groundless objectives and refrain from 
engaging in acts of rudeness or disrespect; 

9. I will not serve motions and pleadings on the other party, or his counsel, at 

 



such a time or in such a manner as will unfairly limit the other party's 
opportunity to respond; 

10. In business transactions I will not quarrel over matters of form or style,   
but will concentrate on matters of substance and content;\ 

11. I will clearly identify, for other counsel or parties, all changes that I have 
made in documents submitted to me for review. 

C. With respect to the courts and other tribunals: 

1. I will be a vigorous and zealous advocate on behalf of my client, while 
recognizing, as an officer of the court, that excessive zeal may be 
detrimental to my client's interests as well as to the proper functioning of 
our system of justice; 

2. Where consistent with my client's interests, I will communicate with 
opposing counsel in an effort to avoid litigation and to resolve litigation that 
has actually commenced; 

3. I will voluntarily withdraw claims or defenses when it becomes apparent 
that they do not have merit or are superfluous; 

4. I will refrain from filing frivolous motions; 
5. I will make every effort to agree with other counsel, as early as possible, 

on a voluntary exchange of information and on a plan for discovery; 
6. I will attempt to resolve, by agreement, my objections to matters contained 

in my opponent's pleadings and discovery requests; 
7. When scheduled hearings or depositions have to be canceled, I will notify 

opposing counsel, and, if appropriate, the court (or other tribunal) as early 
as possible; 

8. Before dates for hearings or trials are set -- or, if that is not feasible, 
immediately after such dates have been set -- I will attempt to verify the 
availability of key participants and witnesses so that I can promptly notify 
the court (or other tribunal) and opposing counsel of any likely problem in 
that regard; 

9. In civil matters, I will stipulate to facts as to which there is no genuine 
dispute; 

10. I will endeavor to be punctual in attending court hearings, conferences and 
depositions; 

11. I will at all times be candid with the court. 

D. With respect to the public and to our system of justice: 

1. I will remember that, in addition to commitment to my client's cause, my 
responsibilities as a lawyer include a devotion to the public good;  

2. I will endeavor to keep myself current in the areas in which I practice and, 
when necessary, will associate with, or refer my client to, counsel 
knowledgeable in another field of practice; 

3. I will be mindful of the fact that, as a member of a self-regulating 
profession, it is incumbent on me to report violations by fellow lawyers of 
any disciplinary rule; 

4. I will be mindful of the need to protect the image of the legal profession in 
the eyes of the public and will be so guided when considering methods 
and contents of advertising; 

5. I will be mindful that the law is a learned profession and that among its 



desirable goals are devotion to public service, improvement of 
administration of justice, and the contribution of uncompensated time and 
civic influence on behalf of those persons who cannot afford adequate 
legal assistance. 

TIPS LEGAL DISCLAIMER --  
The materials at this site, including the links to other Web sites, have been provided by 
the Tort Trial & Insurance Practice Section of the American Bar Association for 
informational purposes only and do not constitute legal advice, the practice of law, or the 
endorsement of the content provided by any linked site. Use of this site does not create 
or constitute, in any way, an attorney-client relationship between the ABA, TIPS, their 
entities, or any individual members and the viewer of this site. Neither does the ABA, 
TIPS, their entities, nor any of their members assume any responsibility for any 
misinterpretation or misapplication of the information contained on this site by the 
viewer, or of the content of any Web sites linked to this site. Points of view or opinions at 
this site do not necessarily represent the official policies or positions of the ABA, TIPS, 
or any of its entities or members. Users of this site should not act upon any information 
received without seeking the advice of profes ional legal counsel s 
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THE MISSISSIPPI BAR 

A LAWYER’S CREED 

 

To my clients, I offer faithfulness, competence, diligence, and good judgment.  I will 
strive to represent you as I would want to be represented and to be worthy of your trust. 

To the opposing parties and their counsel, I offer fairness, integrity, and civility.  I will 
seek to fairly resolve differences and, if we fail to reconcile disagreements, I will strive to make 
our dispute a dignified one. 

To the courts, and other tribunals, and to those who assist them, I offer respect, candor, 
and courtesy.  I will strive to do honor to the search for justice. 

To my colleagues in the practice of law, I offer concern for your reputation and well 
being.  I will extend to you the same courtesy, respect, candor and dignity that I expect to be 
extended to me.  I will strive to make our association a professional friendship. 

To the profession, I will strive to keep our business a profession and our profession a 
calling in the spirit of public service. 

To the public and our systems of justice, I offer service.  I will strive to improve the law 
and our legal system, to make the law and our legal system available to all, and to seek the 
common good through effective and ethical representation of my clients. 



ASPIRATIONAL IDEALS 

As a lawyer, I will aspire: 

(a) To put fidelity to clients and, through clients, to the common good, before my 
personal interests. 

(b) To model for others, and particularly for my clients, the respect due to those we 
call upon to resolve our disputes and the regard due to all participants in our dispute resolution 
processes. 

(c) To pursue the goals of equality and fairness in my personal and professional 
activities. 

(d) To preserve and improve the law, the legal system, and other dispute resolution 
processes as instruments for the common good. 

(e) To make the law, the legal system, and other dispute resolution processes 
available to all. 

(f) To practice with a personal commitment to the rules governing our profession and 
to encourage others to do the same. 

(g) To preserve the dignity and the integrity of our profession by my conduct.  The 
dignity and the integrity of our profession is an inheritance that must be maintained by each 
successive generation of lawyers. 

(h) To achieve excellence in my work. 

(i) To practice law not only as a business, but as a calling in the spirit of public 
service. 

As to clients, I will aspire: 

(a) To expeditious and economical achievement of client objectives. 

(b) To fully informed client decision-making.  As a professional, I will: 

(1) Counsel clients about various forms of dispute resolution; 
(2) Counsel clients about the value of cooperation as a means towards the 

productive resolution of disputes; 
(3) Maintain the sympathetic detachment that permits objective and 

independent advice to clients; 
(4) Communicate promptly and clearly with clients; and 
(5) Reach clear agreements with clients concerning the nature of the 

representation. 



(c) To fair and equitable fee agreements.  As a professional, I will: 

(1) Consider and discuss with clients alternative fee arrangements as may be 
appropriate in the circumstances; 

(2) Reach fee agreements with clients as early in the relationship as possible; 
and 

(3) Determine the amount of fees by consideration of many factors and not 
just time spent by the attorney. 

(d) To comply with the obligations of confidentiality and the avoidance of conflicting 
loyalties in a manner designed to achieve the fidelity to clients. 

(e) To achieve and maintain a high level of competence in my fields of practice. 

As to opposing parties and their counsel, I will aspire: 

(a) To cooperate with opposing counsel in a manner consistent with the competent 
representation of my client.  As a professional, I will: 

(1) Notify opposing counsel in a timely fashion of any canceled appearance; 
(2) Grant reasonable requests for extensions or scheduling changes; and 
(3) Consult with opposing counsel in the scheduling of appearances, 

meetings, and depositions. 

(b) To treat opposing counsel in a manner consistent with his or her professional 
obligations and consistent with the dignity of the search for justice.  As a professional, I will: 

(1) Not serve motions or pleadings in such a manner or at such a time as to 
preclude opportunity for a competent response; 

(2) Be courteous and civil in all communications; 
(3) Respond promptly to all requests by opposing counsel; 
(4) Avoid rudeness and other acts of disrespect in all meetings including 

depositions and negotiations; 
(5) Prepare documents that accurately reflect the agreement of all parties; and 
(6) Clearly identify all changes made in documents submitted by opposing 

counsel for review. 

As to the courts, other tribunals, and to those who assist them, I will aspire: 

(a) To represent my clients in a manner consistent with the proper functioning of a 
fair, efficient, and humane system of justice.  As a professional, I will: 

(1) Avoid non-essential litigation and non-essential pleading in litigation; 
(2) Explore with clients and opposing parties the possibilities of settlement of 

litigated matters; 
(3) Seek non-coerced agreement between the parties on procedural and 

discovery matters; 



(4) Avoid all delays not dictated by a competent presentation of a client’s 
claims; 

(5) Prevent misuses of court time by verifying the availability of key 
participants for scheduled appearances before the court and by being 
punctual; and 

(6) Advise clients about the obligations of civility, courtesy, fairness, 
cooperation, and other proper behavior expected of those who use our 
systems of justice. 

(b) To model for others the respect due to our courts.  As a professional, I will: 

(1) Act with complete honesty; 
(2) Know court rules and procedures; 
(3) Give appropriate deference to court rulings; 
(4) Avoid undue familiarity and any appearance or claim of any undue 

influence with members of the judiciary; 
(5) Avoid unfounded, unsubstantiated, or unjustified public criticism of 

members of the judiciary; 
(6) Show respect with my attire and demeanor; 
(7) Assist the judiciary in determining the applicable law; and 
(8) Seek to understand the judiciary’s obligations of informed and impartial 

decision-making. 

As to my colleagues in the practice of law, I will aspire: 

(a) To recognize and to develop our interdependence; 

(b) To assist my colleagues to become better people in the practice of law and to 
accept their assistance offered to me. 

(c) To defend my colleagues against unjust criticism; and 

(d) To offer my colleagues appropriate assistance with your personal and professional 
needs. 

As to our profession, I will aspire: 

(a) To improve the practice of law.  As a professional, I will: 

(1) Support high-quality continuing legal education; 
(2) Participate in organized activities of the bar and other legal organizations; 
(3) Assist when requested in the education of future lawyers; and 
(4) Promote understanding of professionalism and ethical standards among 

members of the profession. 



(b) To protect the public from incompetent or other wrongful lawyering.  As a 
professional, I will: 

(1) Support high standards in bar admissions; and 
(2) Assist in the enforcement of the legal and ethical standards imposed upon 

all lawyers. 

(c) To support diversity in the profession, especially the practice of law by members 
of historically underrepresented groups. 

(d) To promote the understanding of and an appreciation for our profession by the 
public.  I will: 

(1) Use appropriate opportunities, publicly and privately, to comment upon 
the roles of lawyers in society and government, as well as in our system of 
justice; and 

(2) Conduct myself always with an awareness that my actions and demeanor 
reflect upon our profession. 

(e) To devote my time and skills to activities that promote the common good. 

As to the public and our systems of justice, I will aspire: 

(a) To counsel clients about the moral and social consequences of their conduct. 

(b) To consider the effect of my conduct on the image of our systems of justice 
including the social effect of advertising methods. 

(c) To provide the pro bono representation that is necessary to make our system of 
justice available to all. 

(d) To support organizations that provide pro bono representation to indigent clients. 

(e) To improve our laws and legal system by, for example: 

(1) Serving as a public official; 
(2) Assisting in the education of the public concerning our laws and legal 

system; 
(3) Commenting publicly upon our laws; and 
(4) Using other appropriate methods of effecting positive change in our laws 

and legal system. 
 



Louisiana Association for Justice Lawyer's Creed 

I. I revere the law, the civil justice system, and the profession, and I 

pledge that in my private and professional life, and in my dealings 

with fellow members of the Bar, I will uphold the dignity and respect 

of each in my behavior toward others. 

II. In all dealings with fellow members of the bar, I will be guided by a 

fundamental sense of integrity and fair play; I know that effective 

advocacy does not mean hitting below the belt. 

III.  I will not abuse the civil justice system or the profession by pursuing 

or opposing discovery through arbitrariness or for the purpose of 

harassment or undue delay. 

IV. I will not seek accommodation from a fellow member of the bar for 

the rescheduling of any court setting or discovery unless a legitimate 

need exists. I will not misrepresent conflicts, nor will I ask for 

accommodation for the purpose of tactical advantage or undue delay. 

V. In my dealings with the court and my fellow counsel, as well as 

others, my word is my bond. 

VI. I will readily stipulate the undisputed facts to avoid needless cost and 

inconvenience to any party and will work with opposing counsel to 

reduce the expense of litigation. 

VII. I recognize that my conduct is not governed solely by the Rules of 

Professional Conduct, but also by standards of fundamental decency 

and courtesy. 

VIII. I will strive to be punctual in communications with others and in 

honoring scheduled appearances, and I will recognize that neglect 

and tardiness are demeaning to me and to the profession. 

IX. If a fellow member of the bar makes a just request for cooperation, 

or seeks scheduling accommodation, I will not arbitrarily or 

unreasonably withhold consent. 

X. I recognize that effective advocacy does not require antagonistic or 

obnoxious behavior, and as a member of the bar, I pledge to adhere 

to the higher standard of conduct which we, our clients, and the 

public may rightfully expect. 
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LAWYER’S OATH

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that:

I am duly qualified, according to the Constitution of this State, to exercise the duties of the office to which I
have been appointed, and that I will, to the best of my ability, discharge those duties and will preserve,
protect and defend the Constitution of this State and of the United States;

I will maintain the respect and courtesy due to courts of justice, judicial officers, and those who assist them;

To my clients, I pledge faithfulness, competence, diligence, good judgment and prompt  communication;

To opposing parties and their counsel, I pledge fairness, integrity, and civility, not only in court, but also in
all written and oral communications;

I will not pursue or maintain any suit or proceeding which appears to me to be unjust nor  maintain any
defenses except those I believe to be honestly debatable under the law of the land, but this obligation shall
not prevent me from defending a person charged with a crime;

I will employ for the purpose of maintaining the causes confided to me only such means as are consistent
with trust and honor and the principles of professionalism, and will never seek to  mislead an opposing party,
the judge or jury by a false statement of fact or law;

I will respect and preserve inviolate the confidences of my client, and will accept no  compensation in con-
nection with a client’s business except from the client or with the client’s knowledge and approval;

I will maintain the dignity of the legal system and advance no fact prejudicial to the honor or  reputation of a
party or witness, unless required by the justice of the cause with which I am charged;

I will assist the defenseless or oppressed by ensuring that justice is available to all citizens and will not delay
any person’s cause for profit or malice;

[So help me God.]
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	(b) To model for others the respect due to our courts.  As a professional, I will:
	(1) Act with complete honesty;
	(2) Know court rules and procedures;
	(3) Give appropriate deference to court rulings;
	(4) Avoid undue familiarity and any appearance or claim of any undue influence with members of the judiciary;
	(5) Avoid unfounded, unsubstantiated, or unjustified public criticism of members of the judiciary;
	(6) Show respect with my attire and demeanor;
	(7) Assist the judiciary in determining the applicable law; and
	(8) Seek to understand the judiciary’s obligations of informed and impartial decisionmaking.

	(a) To recognize and to develop our interdependence;
	(b) To assist my colleagues to become better people in the practice of law and to accept their assistance offered to me.
	(c) To defend my colleagues against unjust criticism; and
	(d) To offer my colleagues appropriate assistance with your personal and professional needs.
	(a) To improve the practice of law.  As a professional, I will:
	(1) Support highquality continuing legal education;
	(2) Participate in organized activities of the bar and other legal organizations;
	(3) Assist when requested in the education of future lawyers; and
	(4) Promote understanding of professionalism and ethical standards among members of the profession.

	(b) To protect the public from incompetent or other wrongful lawyering.  As a professional, I will:
	(1) Support high standards in bar admissions; and
	(2) Assist in the enforcement of the legal and ethical standards imposed upon all lawyers.

	(c) To support diversity in the profession, especially the practice of law by members of historically underrepresented groups.
	(d) To promote the understanding of and an appreciation for our profession by the public.  I will:
	(1) Use appropriate opportunities, publicly and privately, to comment upon the roles of lawyers in society and government, as well as in our system of justice; and
	(2) Conduct myself always with an awareness that my actions and demeanor reflect upon our profession.

	(e) To devote my time and skills to activities that promote the common good.
	(a) To counsel clients about the moral and social consequences of their conduct.
	(b) To consider the effect of my conduct on the image of our systems of justice including the social effect of advertising methods.
	(c) To provide the pro bono representation that is necessary to make our system of justice available to all.
	(d) To support organizations that provide pro bono representation to indigent clients.
	(e) To improve our laws and legal system by, for example:
	(1) Serving as a public official;
	(2) Assisting in the education of the public concerning our laws and legal system;
	(3) Commenting publicly upon our laws; and
	(4) Using other appropriate methods of effecting positive change in our laws and legal system.
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