
State Representative Hugh D. Shine is a retired Army Colonel who has returned to the Texas 

legislature 30 years after he was first elected to represent Bell County. His previous service from 

1986-1991 allowed him to retain his seniority, making him the highest ranking member of the 

2017 Freshman Class, ranked 67 among the 150 House Members. Shine was the first Republican 

in Bell County to be elected since Reconstruction after  the Civil War.  

He first served in the 69th Legislature after a special election; and subsequently was elected to 

the 70th and 71st Legislatures. Shine served on the House Judiciary Committee, the Corrections 

Committee,  as Vice Chairman of the Labor and Employment Committee and on the Budget and 

Oversight sub-committees. Governor Bill Clements selected Shine as his representative to the 

State Job Training Coordination Council. 

President Ronald Reagan through Presidential Appointment selected Representative Shine to 

serve on his Inter-Governmental Advisory Council on Education in Washington D.C. President 

George H. W. Bush then reappointed Shine for an additional two years. 

Shine's first experience in public office was when he was elected to the Temple City 

Commission where he served as Mayor Pro Tem. Shine has continued his public service over the 

past 26 years, serving the Temple community in different capacities as a board member and 

chairman of municipal boards, commissions, including the Temple Economic Development 

Corporation, Temple Reinvestment Zone, and Temple Chamber of Commerce. 

He was born in Houston and grew up in Navasota, Texas on his family's farm in the community 

of Lynn Grove. He attended Sam Houston State University on a US Army scholarship and 

graduated with a bachelor's degree in business administration and was commissioned as a second 

Lieutenant. Upon completing his officer basic training at Fort Knox, Kentucky, he was selected 

for and graduated from the U.S. Army Aviation School in Fort Rucker, Alabama, and became a 

rotary-wing aviator.  

Shine was assigned to the 2nd Infantry Division in South Korea as an air assault platoon leader 

with D Troop, 4th Squadron, 7th U.S. Cavalry.  He was promoted to 1st Lieutenant during his 

tour and selected as the 3rd Brigade S-3 Operations Officer, receiving his first Army 

Commendation Medal. 

Returning stateside, he was assigned to the 4th Squadron, 9th U.S. Cavalry at Fort Hood where 

he commanded an aviation platoon and later became the Air Cavalry Troop Operations Officer.  

He completed six years of active duty service before joining the Texas Army National Guard.  

During his 24 years in the Texas Army National Guard, Shine served as the State Aviation 

Safety Officer, State Aviation Operations Officer, and Deputy to the State Adjutant General; he 

commanded the 2nd Aviation Battalion of the 149th Aviation Regiment in San Antonio and was 

the 49th Armored Division Aviation Brigade Commander for the State of Texas. 



During his command,   units of the Brigade were deployed to Bosnia, Iraq, South Korea and 

other areas of the global theater. Aviation Units under Colonel Shine's command also responded 

to State active duty assignments, performing drug and border interdiction missions with state and 

local law enforcement agencies, providing helicopter support during flooding and assisting with 

firefighting. 

The Aviation Brigade under Shine's command was also selected in 2000 by the Department of 

the Army and the Department of the Navy to conduct a  joint training exercise with the 3rd Fleet 

Naval Operations in San Diego, California. The Aviation Brigade consist of Blackhawk, Apache 

and Chinook helicopters, an infantry battalion and logistic support assets deployed cross country 

to San Diego and conducted simulated day and night combat operations aboard the USS Tarawa, 

San Clemente Island and the Pacific Ocean for two weeks without an incident or accident.  

During Shine's 30 years of military service, he received a Master's Degree in Strategic Studies 

from the U.S. Army War College and was a Master Army Aviator. He has received numerous 

military awards and he received the Legion of Merit upon his retirement in 2004.  

While serving in the U.S. Army National Guard, Shine continued to build his financial services 

career, completed a Master's degree in Business Administration at Baylor University and earned 

a graduate certificate from the Executive Education Program at the University of Pennsylvania's 

Wharton School of Business. He continues to serve clients in Central Texas as a financial advisor 

and branch manager.  

Hugh D. Shine is an experienced public servant with successful municipal and legislative 

experience, proven military leadership and successful business experience. The  Representative 

is proud to serve the communities of Temple, Belton, Troy, Little River Academy, Rogers, 

Holland, Bartlett, Morgan's Point Resort, Fort Hood and portions of Killeen and east Bell 

County. 

"I have always believed that next to faith and family, serving your country and your community 

is the highest calling,." Representative Shine stated.   

Shine and his wife Debbie reside in Temple, Texas. 


